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LECTURES ON THE CATECHISM, NO. 5. 


The third question in the cate- 
chism is, What do the scriptures 
principally teach? . 

Answer. The Scriptures prin- 
cipally teach, what man is to be- 
lieve concerning God, and what 
duty God requires of man. 

In this answer we are informed, 
what constitute the great subjects 
of which that revelation, whic 
God has made in the scriptures, 
treats. It makes us acquainted 
with the Author of our being, by 
displaying his character in a more 
illustrious manner, than it is dis. 
played in the works of creation, 
and so clearly and fully, that the 
sinful children of men, with all 
their blindnes and stupidity, with 
the scriptures in their hands, can 
scarcely fail of obtaining some 

just ideas respecting them. Di- 
vine revelation also makes us ac- 
Qhainted with our own duty, ia 
the plainest and most particular 
manner in every situation in 
which we can be placed ; so that 
if we remain in ignorance, it must 
be a volunta ab and a criminal i 
norance. © are thns Rshiiehedl 


with all the information which 
we need, in order to our answete 
ing the great end of our existence, 
which consists in adyancing the 
declarative glory of God, at the 
same time that we secure our own 
felicity. Under the two. great 
heads the character of God and 
the duty of man, all the doctrines 
taught, and duties enjoined in the 
word of God, may be ranged, 
and into these two branches the 
instructions of the catechism may 
be divided. . Since the scriptures. 
fully make known the character 
and requirements of Gods sincé 
they are profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for ift- 
struction in righteousness, that the 
man of God may become perfect, 
being thoroughly furnished unto 
every good work, with these in 
our hands, we shall be without 
excuse, if we do not acknowledge 
and glorify our Maker, with our 
bodies and our spirits which are 
his. While a moral darkness cov- 
ers the earth where the word of 
God is unknown, the Scriptures 
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are a light to direct us in the path 
to heaven. 

Whatever the scriptures teach 
we are bound to helicte,- on the 
testimony of God who cannut lie. 
Being satisfied that they are a rev- 
elation from him,we are not to ex- 
amine their contents by eur own 
reason} for the purpose of trying 
the truth or falsehood of their doc- 
trines, and the propriety er impro 
priety of their commands. Hf we 
conductin this way,we shall offera 


gross im-ult to our Maker,we shall. 


question his veracity, and arro- 
gantly assume a superiority over 
him. Whatever faith we may 


have ia the scriptures, while we 
submit not our reason implititly 
to the teachings of the word of 
God; will not be that divine faith, 
which alone is unto salvation. 
From the nature of many 
things contained in the scriptures 


they must if they are believed at 
all be’ matters of faith, we can 
bave'no other sufficient evidence 
of theit’existence, but the véraci- 
ty of God, Many of the doc- 
trines of the scriptures are above 
the comprehension of human rea- 
son ; and concerning thetr truth 
or falsehood, setting asid® the 
testimony of God in their favor, 
human reason is not competent 
to judge. Many of the facts of’ 
scriptute are supported by no 
collateral evidence and concern- 
ing their truth human reagon has 
not the means of judging, unless 
it admit the divine testimony. 

It # not true, however, that 
reason and faith stand opposed 
to each other. We are allowed 
to examine the claims, which the 
scriprures make as a divine reve- 
lation, by our own reason, and 
after we have become fully satis- 
fied that they are indeed divirely 
inspiied, it would be the height 
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of irrationality not to plaec the 
most implicit confidence in all 
which they assert and teach— 
And the same confidence, and the 
same humble and submissive 
spirit, are required in our obedi- 
ence to the commands of scrip- 
tures as in our belief of their doc- 
trines- God every wher® ap- 
pears in them as an absolute sove- 
reign, who has a rightful authore 
ity over his creatures, whom«his 
intelligent offspring are bound to 
love and obey. ‘The perfections 
of God give us the fullest a:sur- 
ance that his commands will be 
holy, just and good, and that he 
will do all things well and he will 
not suffer the rectitude nor the 
goodness of his law and his gov- 
ernment to be questioned. Thus 
the scriptures are a perfeet rule 
of faith and of practice, they 
teach tlie divine chatacter and 
out duty, they are an infallible 
guide to direct us in the attain- 
ment of the greatend of our ex- 
isience, the glory of God and our 
own complete and everlasting fe- 
licity, and we are bound implicit- 
ly to believe the doctrines, and 
unreservedly to obey the com. 
mands which they contain. 

In the answer of the catechism 
under consideration, what we are 
bound to bélieve, is placed in or- 
der before what we are under 
obligation to perform, and this 
order will be found to be partic- 
ularly observed, in all those parts 
of scripture, where method is at 
all studied in teaching the doc- 
trines and duties of religion. The 
epistles of Paul, which are more 
methodical than any other parts 
of the word of God, will furnish 
abundant evidence of the truth of 
this remark. This great apostle 
uniformly begins with establish- 
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ing and explaining the funda- 
mental truths of religon, and after 
having confirmed and elucidated 


its doctiines, he proceeds to en- 


force, by the considerations, 
which these doctrines furnish, the 
great duties of religion and mor- 
ality. And if the apostle ‘Pari 
was a wise builder, if he was not 
guilty of raising the superstruc- 
ture before he had laid the foun- 
dation, it must be true that the 
great doctrines of christianity lie 
at its foundation, and that on 
these must be built its duties, by 
}im who would construct an ed- 
ifice which shall not be swept a- 
way. when the rains descend and 
the foods come and the winds 
blow and beat upon it. 

The idea that the doctrines of 
christianity are mere matters of 
speculation, the belief or denial of 
which can have little or no effect 
on theheart or life, contradicts 


the whole tenor of revelation, and 
charges God with ‘foolishness for 


having given these doctrines so 
conspicuous and important a 
place in his word. ‘Phe teacher 
of religion, who entirely over- 


jooks or lightly passes over or ex- 


plains away the great doctrines of 
religion, however zealously he 
may profess to inculcate its dy- 
ties, will not:free the skirts of his 
garments ef the blood of souls.— 
But while a cordial belief of the 
doctrines of revelation is so im- 
portant, a faithful performance 
of its duties igno less important, 
and indeed a faith which is genu- 
ine will necessarily be productive 
of the fruits of holiness in the life. 
The answer to the catechism 
under consideration then observes 
a correct order when it declares 
«hat the scriptures teach us what 
man is to belicve concerning God, 
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in this concise expression, com- 
preheuding the doctrines of Chris. 
tianity and what duty God re- 
quires of man, comprehending afi 
the duties of piety and morality. 
I:proceed to the consideration of 
the fourth question of the Cate- 
chism, which is, What is God 2 
Answer. God i is a spirit, infinite, 
eternal and unchangeable in ‘his being , 
wisdom, power, ” belwass, Jusice, 
goodness and truth. 
- In this answer, the. existence 
and the perfections of God are 
brought to view. The certainty 
of the divine existence is here, as 
it is every where in Scripture, tak- 
en for granted. ‘To attempt to 
convince an atheist of the exist- 
ence of God would be in a great 
measure an idle employment ; for 
so abundant is the proof by which 
we are surrounded on every hand, 
of the divine existence, that he 
who can resist 2!1 this, and per- 
‘sist in the belief of the greatest 
absurdity, in opposition to su 
much evidence, proves that his 


heart must be more in fault than 


his head, that he is steeled against 
conviction, and that he would not 
be persuaded though evidence 


without end were multiplied upon 


him. 

Fhe arguments ‘in proof of the 
being of a God, are not to be ad. 
duced so much for the purpose of 
convincing atheists, as of strength- 
ening and giving. energy to the 
belief of the divine existence, in 
the minds of those, who are not 
di:posed to question it, but who 
are prone to be so much occupi- 
ed with censtble objects, as to be 
too forgetful of this great and ali 
important truth. In the remain- 
der of this lecture, I shali adduce 
some arguments in proof of the 
existence of God, leaving a con- 




















334 Lectures on the Catechism, Now. 


sideration of his perfections, 
which are brought to view in the 
answer of the Catechism under 
consideration, for a future oppor- 
tunity. I remark then, 

1. That the consent of all na- 
tions evinges that there is a God, 
for this consent is proof that it is 
either the dictate of common 
Sense, or, if in the first instance it 
was made known by revelation, 
that the idea is so perfectly con- 
formable to reason, that it was se- 
cured from being ever forgotten, 
when once known. 

To evince that the existence of 
a God bas been universally ac- 
knowledged, it need only be eb- 
served, that in every nation, 
which has ever yet been known, 
religious rites, of somé sort or 
other have been performed. 

This was the concurrent testi- 
mouy of pagan antiquity. Aris- 
tottle says, ** all men‘ have a per- 
$uasion of deity or that there isa 
God.’? Cicero observes, ** there 
#§ no nation so wild and savage, 
whose minds are not imbued with 
the opinion of the gods ; many 
entertain wrong notions of them, 
but all suppose and own the di- 
vine power and nature.” Seneca 
Says, ‘ there never was a nation 
so disolute and abandoned, so 
Jawless and immoral, as to believe 
there is no God.” Plutarch has 
these remarkable words, “ If you 
go over the earth, says he, you 
may find cities without walls, let- 
ters, kings, houses, wealth and 
money devoid of theatres and 
schools, but a city without tem- 
ples and gods, and where is no 
use of prayers, oaths and oracles, 
nor sacrifices to obtain good or 
avert evil, no man ever saw,” 
And this general acknow! ine. 
ment of the beimg of 2 God, 
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which was thus anciently believed 
te exist, we who live in these ends 
of the earth, have no reason to 
question. It is true that some 
modern travellers, have told us of 
barbarous people, who practised 
no religious rites, and who had 
not even a name for the supreme 
being in their langyage. But this 
is not the only erroneous thing 
which travellers, frem a slight ac- 
quaintance with the countries 
which they have visited, have as- 
serted. Some savage tribes have 
studiously concealed their reli- 
gious rites from those by whom 
they have been visited, whom 
they conceived to be wiser than 
themselves, lest they should sub. 
ject themselves to ridicule. And it 
must surely be presumption in 2 
traveller,with little or no acquain- 
tance with a langaageto assert, 
that it is destitute of a name for 
the supreme being. Now if the 
idea of a supreme being be not 
thedictate of unprejudiced reason, 
of plain common sense, how hap- 
pens it that it has been commonto 
mankind in all ages of the world, 
and in every stage of improve- 
ment, from the most civilized to 
the most barbarous. That man- 
kind have formed unworthy ideas 
of the divine character, does not 
at all weaken the argument re- 
sulting from this general consent, 
in proof of the divine existence.— 
The wickedness of mankind has 
led them to form such notions of 
deity, that the truth of his exist- 
ence, which they could not ques- 
tion, might not disturb their sinful 
pleasure. Had it been equally in 
their power, they might have 
more readily delivered themselves 
from their fears, by disbelieving 
the very existence of aGod. f 
observe, ) 
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2. The terrors of guilt, and 
the fear of death, which are gen- 
eral among mankind, are evidence 
of thesame fact. The terrors of 
guilt and the fear of death can re- 
sult only from the belief in a su- 
preme being, who will punish his 
intelligent creatures for a trans- 

ression of his commandments.— 
hatever this inward sense of de. 
ity may be, or from whatever 
source it may be supposed to have 
originated, the fact of ite existence 
is unquestionable, and the proof 
which it affords of the existence of 
a God is strong and convincing. 
The accusations of conscience 
and the fears of death have not 
been confined to christian coun- 
tries, but have been common to 
every age and nation, and one 
principal object of all the false re- 
ligions which have been multipli- 
ed over the world, has been to si- 
lence this troublesome complain- 
ant in the breast, and to give 
place to the soul, in the hour of 
its departpre from life. This 
conviction of the existence of a 
God, who will punish iniquity, 
has often forced itself on those 
who would not willingly have en- 
tertained it, and it must therefore 
be true that if this impression of 
the divine existence be not origin- 
al and innate, it must at least be 
conceived to be as nearly so as a- 
ny thing which we can imagine. 
A conviction which thus forces it- 
telf upon mankind in every age 
and country, cannot be the result 
of education, the off:pringof fear, 
nor of mere enthusiasm, for it e- 
qually invades the breast of the 
wise and the ignorant. It has 
not been created by princes to o- 
verawe their subjects, for princes 
themselves have been under its 
dominion. No mean nor set of 
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men, and rgjo cause nor combina. 
tion of causes, could have produc: 
ed a deception so complete and 
sO universal. 

3. ‘The existence of God is evi. 
dent from the creation of all 
things from nothing. That the 
earth with all the objects which 
it contains must have had a begin- 
ning, is evident. That they could 
not have existed from eternity is 
proved by the changes to which 
they are subject, and which are 
inconsistent with the idea of the 
eternity of their existence. What- 
ever is eternal must be immuta- 
ble. Whatever is liable to change, 
is liable also to decavy,and mani- 
fests a weakness which is incapa- 
ble of preserving itself and it can- 
not therefore be independent in 
existence. ) 

But even if matter were ab- 
surdly supposed to be eternal, its 
present orgaitzation we know is 
not so, and this organization sa 
wonderful and curious, proves 
that it could only have been pro- 
duced by an intelligent cause..— 
Whatever had a beginning must 
have been brought into existence 
by some other being. s\ house is a 
structure which manifests design, 
and on beholding it we naturally 
conclude that it was built by some 
man, and in like manner, it is im- 
possible to survey the created uni- 
verse, and behold the evidence ot 
design, every where displayed; 
the traces of wisdom, power and 
goodness, every where visibie, 
without being compelled to ac- 
knowledge, that he who built all 
things must be God. Contrivance 
manifests a contriver, design in a 
workmanship, i$ proof of an intel. 
ligent cause. The universe there- 
fore, abur.dantly manifests that ic 
isthe production of an infinitely 































































































S20 Fxectures on the Catechism, No. 5. 


wise and powerful and good be- 
lug. 

4. The existence of God is ev. 
ident from the preservation and 
direction of all things, as well as 
from their first creation. As the 
earth and visible system are not 
eternal, they are not-continued in 
existence by a necessity of their 
own natnre, and therefore, can 
only be upheld by the power of 
God. They are wonderfully di- 
rected to the accomplishment of 


great and important ends, and 


prove that they were not only cre- 


ated, but are directed by an infi- 


nite intelligence. The earth and 
the planets are lifeless, -uninteili- 
gent matter, and yet they cease 
not to revolve ina beautiful and 
surprising order. And the least 
as well as the greatest of the 
works of divine providence, fur- 
mishes abundant proof of the ex- 
astence of God, and of that care, 
which he exercises over the works 
of his hands. Itisno more with- 
im oUr power to account for the 
growing of a blade of corn, or a 
spire of grass, without the inter- 
ference of God, than for the a- 
mazing revolution of the heaven- 
ly bodies. 

5. Yhe Existence of God is 
proved by the wonderful and ex- 
act fulfilment of numerous proph- 
ecies. No finite being can, by any 
sayacity or foresight, determine 
what will take place in the world, 
for ages which are to come, and 
such predictions descending to a 
minute particularity are clearly 
beyond the power of man. 

But the predictions of scrip- 
ture, which have described in a 
circumstantial manner, events, 
which should take place long af. 
ter these predictions were uttered, 
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have been literally, and minutely 
fulfilled. 

In many instances, the events. 
which were foretold, were entirely 
contrary to what might have been 
expected, and could only have 
been brought about by almighty 
power, in such a manner that the 
fulfilment might exactly corres- 
pond with the prediction. ‘The 
dispersion cf the children of Is- 
rael, and their continuance for 
many hundreds of years, as a dis- 
tinct people, is a singular event, 
a standing miracle. But the fate 
of this nation, so totally unlike 
that of other nations, in similar 
circumstances, was minutely fore- 
told, long before it was known by 
the event, and such prophecies 
can only be accounted for, by 
supposing that they were uttered 
‘by the inspiration of God, who 
beholds the end from the bezin- 
ning, who upholds and governs 
all things, who ts able to fulfl his 
own predictions, and who can 
bring to pass the most improba- 
ble events. Such is a very brief 
and imperfect survey of the evi- 
dences of the existence of a God. 
— He is a being of infinite perfec- 
tion. He is worthy to be loved 
and adored and served. He his 
aright by nature not only to the 
throne of the universe, but a 
throne in each of our hearts. 

If we faithfully serve him, his 
infinite wisdom and power and 
goodness will be forever employ- 
edin making us happy. But ¢f 
we refuse to acknowledge his be- 
ing and perfections, by subjecting 
ourselves to his authority, and o- 
beying his commandments, he will 
say, as for those mine enemies, 
that would not that I should reign 
over them, bring them hither and 
tlay them befure me. 
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ON A WILLINGNESS TO BE DAM- 
NEDe 


Messrs. Editors, 

As your excellent Magazine permi‘s 
a candid discussion of evangelical 
cloctrites, the following thenghts are 
presented, if you judge it proper, for 
insertion, by A READER. 


“© To be willing if it were God's 
will, tobe a vesesl of wrath 1s ne- 
cessarily involved in that holmes, 
without which no man shall see the 
Lord.” 

he place which the above sen- 
timent, at this day, occupies in 
cacuistry and in doctrinal discus- 
sions, indicates the importance of 
examinisdg its correctness. ‘That 
holiness impliessubmission to God, 
is a position, which no disciple of 
the Savior denies; that it involves 
all that is expressed in the above 
quotation, many, who sincerely 
love the Redeemer, will hesitaté 
toavow. It istrue, the sentiment 
as there*expressed is hypothetical, 
and supposing that God reveals 
his will, in this form, to any of 
the subjects of his grace as a rule 
of action, it would indeed‘be re- 
bellion to say nay. But the great 
question is, Does’ God give us any 
vich revelation of bis pleasurc, as the 
standard of our exercises ? This 
ought first to be firmly settled ;— 
for, if he does not, insisting upon 
the hypothesis, while it can do no 
good ttiay,do much harm. Let 
it be examined for a moment. 

A willingness to be damned, 
under any consideratian, if a holy 
exercise, must be in obedience to 
some law of Jehovah, made 
known to us, a$ the rule of our o- 
bedience. But where shall we 
find the record of any such mdi- 
cation of the Divine pleasure ?— 
That his pleasure 1s to damn, for 
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his sin, the finally impenitent,is in- 
deed an awful truth ; but a truth 
which has no bearing on the sub- 
ject before us. 

Such a requisition is not indica. 
ted in the constitution, which 
God has given to man. The idea 
both of sin and pain,was revolting 
to uprightAdam. Possessing-exis- 
tence, we desire happiness, and 
shrink from misery. Fear is an 
original principle of the human: 
mind, inténded as a guard against 
misery,anc sin its procuring cause. 
Fear, influenced by faith, is still a 
holy exercise, which God ap- 
proves. Fear of suffering and a 
willingness to suffer, does not ap- 
pear to be duties which can cone 
sistently be demanded of the same 
subject and under the same cir. 
cumstances. ‘To approve of fear 
urging to flee from wrath, and of 
a willingness to bé a vessel of 
wrath, as it respects the same per- 
son, at the same time, and under 
the samé circumstances, is somes 
thing very much resembling an 
approbation of contradictions. 

In proportion as any exercise. is 
holy, it will correspond with the 
revealed will of God; the pub- 
lished decree of heaven is, that: 
the subject of holinesgishall be sav. 
ed, would it not then at least ap. 
pear at variance with this, fora 
holy soul to be willing to be, what 
God has declared it shall never 
be ? 

By the constitution of God’s 
moral empire suffering and guilt 


are necessarily connected ; for a- 


man to will his misery involves the 
volition whereby he chooees gutilt, 
which, in application to man, im. 
plies a choice of sin. But where 
is the man that before the search. 
er of hearts, the God of purity, 
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dare say, that God demands of 
him, as a duty, an opposition to 
holines? Such a thought is so 
far opposed to all the moral sen- 
sibilities of man, that from it the 
mind revolts with horror. Con- 
tinued misery is the companion ef 
continued enmity against God.— 
As God requires of no moral be- 
ing a continuance in sin as a part 
of moral obedignce, neither does 
he demand of any, a consent to 
continue in wretchedness as a part 
of holiness. It is made our duty 
to flee ftom evil, to apply the 
balm of Gilead that our maladies 
may be healed ; in one word, it is 
our duty “ to flee from the wratlt 
to come.”’ 

That we should do so is im- 
parted tous by the whole econo- 
my, under which we are placed ; 
** The wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all ungodli- 
ness of men”—* Knowing the ter- 
rors of thé Lord we persuade 
men,” not to be willing to be ves- 
sels of wrath ; but to take hold on 
eternal life. The great business 
of the law, as exhibited in the bi- 
ble and by the ministers of reli- 
gion, is to drive sinners to Jesus 
Christ. Thus it is a Schoolmas- 
ter, not to induce to a willingness 
to stand at a distance from him, 
but “to bring us to Christ that 
in him we might be saved. Hence, 
under the gospel economy, the 
great work prescribed by God in 
his law, is, to believe in the name 
of Him whom he hath sent, John 
v. 29. To receive Jesus as a pro- 
pitiation for sin,is the indisputable 
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duty of every gospel hearer, and 
God has indisputably declared, 
that such shall be saved, and why 
may not an indisputable willing- 
ness to be saved, according to the 
principles of the economy of sal- 
vation, be an essential character- 
istic of holiness, rather than a wil- 
I:ngness, however.explained, to be 
a vessel of wrath? All hypothet- 
ical reasoning is beside the point 
on either of the sides. The decis- 
ion must rest Upon what God, in 
his word, demands of us as our 
duty. Isthis under any conside- 
ration, to be willing to be dam- 
ned? Or is it not rather, to bé 
willing and desirous fo be heirs of 
life, according to the system of 
grace? ‘He hath made with 
me an everlasting covenant—this 
is all my salvation and all my de- 
sire,” was the language of one, 
while exercising the deepest sub- 
mission to God’s sovereign Cispo- 
sal. 

The sentiment, upon which £ 
now animadvert, involves a prin- 
ciple, of which, I apprehend, the 
pious and acute advocates of ic, 
are not aware ; that is, that a ho- 
ly intercourse between God and 
the soul may be maintained, with- 
out employing Jesus as the medi- 
um of that intercourse. An ac- 
curate investigation of thissubject, 
in the spirit of candor, is of im- 
portance. Should you, Gentle- 
men, or some of your correspon- 
dents cast farther light upon it; 
you will much oblige 

44 Carrints?. 
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LETTER FROM HENRY OBOOKIAH, 
A NATIVE OF OWHYHEE, TOA 
FRIEND IN MIDDLEBURY. 


For the purpose of enabling our rea- 
ders to judge more accurately re- 
specting “Obvokiah’s acquiremenis, we 
present them his letter wignowt cor- 
recting r some obvious inaccuracies — 
Neither the capitals, nor the spelling 
is varied in a single instance. We 
have made some corrections in the 
punctuation, and omitted one particle, 
but in other respects we give the orig- 
inal without erasing, inserting ov al- 
terinr a word, or aletter. Some of 
the inaccuracies were evidently made 
throuch inadvertency. And most of 
the rest are such as might be expect- 
ed eas 1a yi gree who was writing in 


a lanru: ey with which he was not 
pe rfectly familiar. Through the favor 
of the Rev. Mr. Lee, our readers will 
find su Eats to the followi ing letter 
an inter tine sketch of Obooki: ah's 


life and thar ucter. 
Gosiex, Sept. 25th, 1814. 
Dear FRIEND, 

It is long since I saw you, 
when you had ‘kept Mr. Battell’s 
Store at Torringford : you are by 
no means forgotten. I conclude 
that you are probably in the best 
place, I am contented. Undoubt.- 
edly your present situatien affords 
the best i geben to pursue 
your studies ; and it is hoped that 
vou bai ve also good religious in- 
structions, and cautions. I hope 
you remember that the true 
friends of God may have pleas- 
ure whereever they are, if they 
make it their chief concern to glo- 
rify, love and please him; But 

those who a not, have | no right 
to expect pleasure any ¥ here. “= 
In whatever place we are, we 
have much that wecan and oveht 
todo for God. Our first care 
thould be to keep our own 
thoughts richt. Weshould think 
much on that great and holy Be. 


QO 


_ 
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ing, that formed us; on his holi- 
ness and abhorrence of every sin ; 
on our constant dependence upon 
Him; how many blessings he 1s 
conferring upon us, and how lit- 
tle we deserve him, and how un- 
done, and unthankful we are for 
them ; on our deserveing evil in- 
stead of gvod, and how abomina- 
bie we are in his sight, wheneve: 
we do evil, We should think of- 
ten on death and our appearing 
before the eternal Savicur im 
judgment. We ought not only. 
to read the Bible often,but to pray 
often that we may know the ot 
salvation and understand and be 
assisted to live according to it; 
and this would aid us very much 
in keeping our thoughts. . If we 
exercise sufficient care over ourn 
thoughts, our outward conduct 
also willbe good. But if we em- 
ploy our minds, one moment, on 
fooish or useless things, we shall 
not only offend God by that, but 
we shallbe liable to fall into out. 
ward sins, and so endanger our 
own souls, and encourage other 
in the same evil; and their wick- 
edness will encourage other and 
soon. .We cannot conceive the 
dreadful consequienes of one sin, 
and we are very apt to forget how 
prone we are to fall into sin.-— 
We are very apt likewise to sat- 
isfy ourselves with what we in- 
tend to do hereafter, and so for- 
getour present duty. Thetruth 
is, all our time is made up of pres- 
ent time, and all we needto care 
is, that we may, all the time, do 
the best we can for our great cre- 
ator, this present minute. All 
that we can pos:ibly do is but a 
little, for we have and all we are 
1s santa s, and we can never atone 
for one of all our sins, but we 
must trust 


S 


altogether in the mer- 
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its of Christ. But now, my dear 
friend, I hope you will strive to 
improve all your time well; and 
that may the God will be gra. 
cious to you; and make you 
faithful and useful as long as you 
live here, in this world. 

1 wish you would write to me 
as soon as you can, when you can. 
{ concleded to be here with Mr. 
Harvey, this winter; and, when- 
+9 you come this way, I should 

glad to see you here. Mr. . 
Mee Hervey, they are very ; 
greeablely and kind, I was way 
much pleased with them. Isaw 
your Father at ‘Torringford, 

some times ago; he wished to 
mie to write to you when I could, 
I tole him I would. 

One thing I would mention to 
you, that is, we must always con- 
tinue in our prayers before our 
Heavenly Father, that we may 
all become followers of those, 
who threugh faith and patience 
inherit the promises —Dut now I 
must close this subject ; Your af- 
fectionately Triend. 


HENRY OBOCKIAH. 


THE REV. C. LEE. 


Coreprocsk, (Con.) Nov. 30th, 

tst4. 

Messrs. Epitors, 
in a late letter from my son, 
he informs me, that having re- 
ceived a letter forwarded to him 
by my care, from Henry Obooki- 
ah, he had presented the same to 
you for publication in the Adyi- 
ter; and for that purpose, it was 
your wish and request, that I 
would send you some further his- 
torical account of the writer, to 


accompany it. I hasten to com- 


~G. Lees Nov. 
ply with your request, a3 far as 
my information extends ¢ And 
hope that the following outlines 
of his history, may be satisfacto- 
ty. The incidents which I can 
mention are few, but they are in- 
teresting to the benevolent mind, 
and have sucted, the religious 
publick, a pleasing and prayerful 
hope, that God designs i in this sin- 
gular young man, to raise up an 
instrument of salvation to the 
poor, perishing heathen of his 
country, 

Henry Obockiah, the su ibject 
of the following narration, ts a 
native of Owbyhie. ‘This Island 
was first discovered by Captain 
Cooke, and is the place where 
that illustrious circumnavigator 
unfortunately lost his life, while 
attempting to appease an insur- 
rection of the natives. It lies in 
the Pacific Ocean, bétween 18 
and 20 degrees, N. Lat. and 150° 
and 160°, W. Long. from Lon- 
don. It és the principal and larg- 
est of the SandWich Isles, and is 
said to contain 150,000 inhabit- 
ants. ‘hey rank among the 
most degraded sons of Adam.— 
Their manners are savage, in the 
extreme. They have no letters, 
and few arts, and their dress ap- 
proaches nearly to nakedness.— 
Their religion is the grossest pa- 
ganism. tenorant of any future 
state, they worship wooden Idols, 
and frequently practice human 
sacrifices. ‘This i:land is now 
visited by English and Amerie 
can traders. Among. these, was 
one Mr. Brentnal, a captain of an 
cimerican vessel, who a few years 
since touched, and tarried some 
time atthis island Whhiie detain- 
ed there, Obookiah (for that was his 
Indian name) a young lad, from 
motives of curiosity frequently 
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came on board his vessel, and be- 
ing treated with friendly atten- 
tion, soon became much attach- 
ed to the captain. At length he 
requested that he would take him 
to America, which he wanted 
much to see. The — 
agreeing, Obookiah embarked, 

having “bent obtained the consent 
of his “uncle, a pigan priest, who 
brought him up (his parents hav- 
ing been massacred in a civil war ) 


and the consent of the king of the 
islands; and induced one of his In- 


dian comrades, two years young - 
er than himself, to come with 
him. He was landed at New 
Haven, Con. early in the Spring 
of 1810. Here, destitute of eve- 
ry possession but the clothes on 
his back, he was cast upon the 
charity af a world of strangers, 
and found no human being, but 
his comrade, with whom he could 
converse, Dr. Dwight, however, 
nd some other charitable gen- 
tlemen, hearing of the circum- 
stances immediately made provis- 
ion for the poor, boys’ accommo: 
dation. Soon after Mr. Samuel 
J. Mills, jr. then residing at New- 
Fiaven, took Henry (for that is 
his American name) under his 
care and patronage, and sent him 
to live with his father, the Rev. 
Mr. Mills of ‘Torringford.— 
Henry was then 15 years old: 
being a sprightly active lad, of 
uncommon agility of body—tall 
in Stature—straight built—his 
limbs well proportioned; and 
his complexion a medium between 
the redness of the American In- 
dian, and the sable hue of the 
Mulatto—his hair straight, but 
his features resembling neither. — 
Mildness and medesty are the 
most prominent expressions of his 
countenance. 
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Here commenced a new «ra in 
Henry’s life. Inthe family of 
Mr. Mills, he was received and 
treated with parental care and 
kindness, and every possible atten- 
tion paid him for his comfort and 
improvement. Ele soon learned 
the various arts of husbandry. _- 
Indeed his readiness at imitation 
was astonishing’ to every behold- 
er. He went into the field, and 
after looking a few minutes at 
the labourers, he took up the 
sickle and the sythe to as good 
effect as the most experienced 
farmer. Indeed no hired man 
could be more profitable to his 
employer. He was found to be 
of anamiable, affectionate di:po- 
sition, modest and obsequious in 
his depoitment—kind, gentle and 
obliging, and I believe hardly 
known to beangry. He appear- 
ed to gain in knowledge with the 
rapidity of a young child. He 
was in anew world. All ap- 
peared interesting to him, and 
almost every object he saw, 
struck him with the surprise of 
novelty. ‘I'o the improvement c! 
his mind, Mr. Mills and his fami- 
ly paid every possible attention ; 
and his time was judiciously divi- 
ded between labour and study.— 
Beginning with the alphabet, he 
soon possessed the knowledge of 
the Spelling book; and it wag 
observable that he learned to 
talk English, just as fast as he 
learnt to read it. 
Summer, he could read in the 
Testament, and had made con- 


siderable proficiency in the art of 


writing. When he became able 
to communicate his ideas in a bro- 
ken manner, he would express 2 
very tender feeling and concern 
for his countrymen ; and his lan- 
guage was, “O my poor fotkee 


By the end of 
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avhyhee—da know  nottine—me 


o 
qwish da knowd what me do—da 
ray to de qooden cod—no £000 ; 


da he Very wicked-—d a kill em—da 
stab em-—da hang em up—da let em 
be dare—Oh !—When asked, if he 
did not wish to return to Owhy.- 
hee again? he would say » yes when 
me knoe enough.—Great pains also 
were taken to instruct him in reli- 
zion; and he appeared to receive 
the knowledge of Gospel doctrines 
with wonderful © avidity and’ ccr- 
rectness ; andto make great prog- 
ress in acquiring speculative 
knowledge, by reading, by con- 
vorsauon, and by hearing preach- 
ing. Nearly two years-he has 
lived, with his young patron Mr. 
Mills, at Andover, where he spent 
his time partly in labour, and 
and in study, and experienced 
rauch kind attention, and liberal- 
ity, fron m the divinity students, 
nd ot her pious and charitable 
peopie of that place. Many 
prayers have been made for “eon 
and it is hoped that they have 
been heard, and gra iciously ail- 
swered. After repeated seasons 
of being in much distre:s for his 
eoul, he is hopefully brozeht into 
the kingdom of the Redeemer, 


and pives good evidence to Chris. 
tian charity, that the relivion of 
Jesus is the ruling principie of his 
heart. ee Miils des IES, soon 
to baptize him and receive him 
ito ia cl shurch. 

The last summer he passed in 
Mr. Mills’s family, employing his 
time principaliy in labouring up- 
on the farm, for, though his 
health is good, he cannot bear 
constant study. This circum- 
srance I believe, is verv common 
among civilized savage ‘l'o en- 
dure study, their n aueres seem to 
require, more bodtly action, than 
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those who are born and reared in 
civilized life, Ii this be a fact, i 
pretend not to account for it.—~ 
Obookiah has spent a few weeks 
of the last summer with a Mr. 
Fitch of New. Haven, and at his 
request, to assist himin forming 
a grammar of the Owhyhcee_ lan- 
gcuage,—with what success I 
have not learned. He has made 
some few essays in translating cer- 
tain passages in the New ‘Festa- 


-ment; but he tells me, that tho’ 


he retains a perfect knowledge of 
his own language, yet the tas ck of 
translating is difficult and dis- 
couraging ; and that for two rea- 
sons; 1. To establish an or- 
thography. Their language con- 
sists much in gutturals, and ma- 
ny of their words are a3 inarticu- 
late as the lowing of a cow, or the 
grunting ofa swine. And 2 
On account of the barrenness of 
their language. They haveno 
abstract and + very few xeflex ideas 
and of course no words forthem; 
nor any for the most important 
tdeas in cur religion. For in- 
stance, he has no word for seaven, 
but that, w hich means clouds, nor 
for hell, but under ground. 
He is now pursuing his studies 

with Rev. Mr. Harvey ot Goshen, 

who iaforms me that his genius is 

oO 

inl guick and retentive. In- 
deed his letter to my son, now in 
your hands, which may be relied 
On af a genuine composition, in 
point of penmanship, style and 
subject, is perhaps the best index 
of his literary improvement, and 
his moral state of mind. It is 
such in every vie Ww, and espe ‘cial. 
ly when accompanied with the re- 

flection, that five years ago, he 
was an unlettered, ignorant sav- 
age ; that, many of our Ameri- 


1 


can youth wiio fom i infancy have 
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enjoyed the liberal means of liter- 
ary and Christran education, may 
even blush to read it. We con- 
sider him a very interesting char- 
acter, and one of the most engag- 
ing cdjects of Christian lberaiity, 
He promites, in due time, to be, 
either an excellent interpreter, to 
a gospe »| missionary—or a preach- 
ing missionary himself,or a school 
instructor ; or allthree, to his be- 
nighted coun we irae What may 
be the eventual design of God re- 
specting him, we know not, but 
our expectations, onr desires, our 
prayers are excited: Andit is 
hoped that the 


co 
Saige 
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friends of Zion will be Hberally 
opened, to uiford him every need- 
ed humanaid. Thus much we 
know, and iriu mp in the blessed 
assurance, that the neathen will 
be given to Christ for an inher- 
itance,—-that he himself will pro- 
vide the means cf effecting the 
glorious end; and that this first 
fruit of Owhvhee is an carnest of 
the general harvest O come 
Lord Jesus, come quickly. 

With sentiments of high es. 
and respect, [am _ gentle- 
men, your friend and servant in 
tue Lord. 


’ — 
CHA UNCEY LEE 


—<— + oe 


Miscetle T21Y 
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REPORT OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


BRETHREN, 

‘Tue last annual Report of 
your Committee left cur mission. 
aries in the Hast, onthe mighty 
waters, uncertaih where they 
should land, and still more doubt. 
ful where they should abide.— 
During the year great solicitude 
has hoon felt for them; but at 
bamnggert that solicitude is considera- 
bly relieved. Jor a long season 
they were held in anxious suspense 
painfully fluctuating between fear 
and hope ; but at lenzth that sua- 
pense appears to have come near- 
ly to anend. Our last letters 
from them were reccived by the 
way of England about ten days 
ago; the latest date from Mr. 
Newell being the 20th of last De- 


cember, a 


Cslumbo, in the Isl- 


- 
> 
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yion ; and from Messrs. 


Halland Nott, the 23d of the 
same month, at Bombay. The 
principal facts and circumstances, 
related in their several commu 
cations, your Committee will 
report in. order. 

Messrs. Hail and Nott, as re- 
ported at our last anniversary 
left Calcutta on the 20th of No. 
vember, 1812, nnder circumstan- 
ces not wry pleasant, and e 
barked for Bombay, ex pecing 
teuch at Ceylon, and doubt 
whether they should proceed 
further. It appears, however, 
that they touched not at Ceylon, 
but at Pondichervy. where they 
staid about five week "Lhe rea. 
son of this they probably assigned 
in a jJetter written at Pondicherry 
to which ina subseqnent letter 
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been received. They arrived at 
Bombay on the 11th of February 
1813, about eleven weeks after 
leaving Calcutta. © On their ar- 
rival, they immediately found 
that intelligence concerning them 
forwarded from Calcutta, had 
reached Bombay ; intelligence, 
disadvantageous to them, and ac- 
companied with an expression of 
the will cf the supreme govern- 
ment, that they should be sent to 
England.’ They were permitted 
to submit to Sir Evan Nepean 

overnor of Bombay, a very re- 
spectful and judicious memorial ; 
which, together with accompany- 
ing documents, declared the 
views with which they came to 
India—made known the patron- 
age and instructions vader which 
they had .been sent forth—gave 
a narrative of their proceedings 
at Calcutta—explained the mis- 
understanding which had arisen 
between them and the supreme 
government there, and the reasons 
of their departing thence for 
Bombay, under circnmstances so 
liable fo misconstruction—trefer- 
red their case to the well known 
clemeacy and candor of the Gov- 
ernor; and implored his favor 
and protection. Their memcrial 
was very kindly received and 
considered ; and every thing re- 
lating to their object and their 
»roceedings appeared to the gov- 
ernor in so satisfactory a light, 
that he not ouly allowed them to 
remaio for the present at Bombay 
but assured them of his disposition 
to render them every favor in 
his power ; and even took up- 
on himself the trouble to write a 
private letter in their behalf to 
Lord Minto, the governor gener- 
al at Calcutta, with a view to re- 
move the unfovoradle impres- 
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sions respecting them, which had 
been made on his J,ordship’s 
mind, either by Misrepresenta- 
tions or unexplained circumstan- 
ces, and to obtain permission for 
them to reside at Bombay, or to 
gO, unmolested, in pursuit of their 
object elsewhere. ‘hus encour- 
aged, the two brethren sat down 
to the study of the Mahratta lan- 
guage, under the tuition of a 
Brahmin ; in the hope of having 
the satisfaction, in due time, of 
preaching in that language to the 
natives at Bombay, and in the ex- 
tensive and populous regions, in 
which the language is vernacular. 

Sir Evan Nepean’s letter ap- 
pears to have been successful in 
satistying the governor general’s 
mind in regard to the character 
and proceedings of the two mis- 
sionaries. The war, however, 
between the United, States and G. 
Britain, intelligence of which had 
been received in India, gave rise 
to new difficulties. On the 25th 
of June, the brethren were infor- 
med, by Dr. Taylor, a gentleman 
from whom they received many 
friendly offices, that the Govern- 
or, Sir Evan Nepean, had expres- 
sed his fears that, on account of 
the war, he should be under the 
necessity of sending them to Eng- 
land ; though, as they state in 
their journal, ** the Governor ex- 
pressed to Dr. Taylor his firm 
confidence in their integrity, and 
the excellency of the character of 
those gentlemen by whom they 
were -patronized.”’ : 

On the {8th of August, by the 
advice of Mr. Money, another 
gentleman to whom they were 
indebted for many offices of kind- 
ness, they drew up another me- 
morial to the Governor, which 
was to be presented along with 
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certain documents of a purport 
to shew decisively, that their mis- 
sion had no connexion with the 
war. Mr, Money, they say, “‘ur- 
ed us to do this immediately, as 
he had observed our names down 
at the marine office as passengers 
to England on the Caarmarthen, 
which was to have sailed about 
this time, but having sprung a 
leak will be detained a month or 
two.” From this memorial, that 
something of the spirit and feel- 
ings of the brethren may be per- 
ceived and felt, the following 
passages are extracted :— 
‘¢ Right Honorable Sir, | 
‘* When we consider that both 
English and American Christians 
are interested in our suceess— 
that already much time and mon- 
ey have been expended in our en- 
terprise, and that much more 
must be expended if we are sent 
from this place ;—that we must 
then be in perfect uncertainty, 
whether we shall ever be allowed 
to preach to the destitute the un- 
searchable riches of Christ ;—and 
especially when we consider the 
command of that ascending Lord 
in whom we all hope, and whom 
we would obey ;—we feel 
justified, we feel compelled, 
by motives which we dare 
not resist,to intreat your Excellens 
ey’s favor. To curtelves it can- 
not but be supposed,{that to fail in 
our object must be in the highest 
degree trying. Our feelings are 
deeply interested, it may well be 
suppored, in our object, to which 
we have been Icoking for so ma- 
ny years—for which we have left 
our country, our prospects, and 
our dearest friends—to which we 
are conscientiously, and, by the 
help of God, u nalterably devoted 
—in which the hearts of Chris- 


fiang are universally engaged, 


a 


without distinction of country, 
and which we cannot doubt, ia 
under the favourable .eye of our 
Lord-and Master.” | 

“ Your Exeellency’s well known 
desire for promoting Christian 
knowledge, and the certainty that 
we should be in future as really 
under the direction and at the dis- 
posal ef your Excellency, as at 
the present moment, encourage 
us in requesting that we may be 
allowed to remain at least till it 
may be learned whether there 
will be a speedy termination of 
the unhappy war.” 

On the next day they write, 
‘‘ Having prepared the preceding 
memorial, we went with it to Mr. 
Money, being desirous to forward 
it as soon as possible, on account 
of a report which we last evening 
heard, that we were to go to 
England on the Sir Godfrey 
Webster, to sail on Sabbath next. 
At breakfast with Mr. Money, we 
saw the superintendant of embar- 
kation, who told us, that he kad, 
by order of the Governor, yester- 
day, settled every arrangement 
for our going in the Sir Godirey 
Webster, and that every pains 
had been taken to make us com- 
fortable, and that we had been 
provided for suitable to our min- 
isterial character. We were 
much di:tressed by this intelli- 
gence, and especially as we were 
entirely unprepared for such a 
voyage. ir. Money immediate- 
ly waited on the Governor, 
totell him eur unprepared State, 
and to hand him the above peti- 
tion. On his return he informed 


us, that the Governor’s orders 
from Bengal were such, that he 


would-be unable to sia us to 
remain; but, ashe was unwilling 
to put us to any imconvenience, he 
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would allow usto stay until the 
sailing of the Caarmath en, which 
is to be in about six weeks. We 
then waited on the Governor eur- 
selves, and expressed our thanks 
for his kindness now, and on for- 
mer occasions. He told us, that 
he had supposed us prepared on 
the croundof wi yee | ad told Dr. 
Taylor ; and endeavored to jus- 
tify t the Supreme Government in 
sending us away on account of 
the war. He declared his perfect 
confidence that we were innocent 
and harmless men, whose weap- 
ons of warfare were not carnal 
but spiritual. He likewise told 
tis that he had sticceeded in re- 
moving the unfavourable impres- 
sions which had been made on the 
mind of the Goverror General, 
to enecs which he had written to 
Lord Minto a private letter.—— 
‘Thus it pleased the Lord to deal 
with uss We have never been 
covered with so thick a cloud.” 
Things remained in this pos- 
ture until about the middle of 
September. At that time the 
brethren received from Calcutta 
the letters which about 1@ months 
before had been sent out for them 
from this country by the Atliza. 
tor ; and which, say they, “ af- 
forded us a pleasure which we 
cannot describe!” With the ad. 
vice of particular friends, they 
subm itted to the Governor’s in- 
enection the official letter to them 
from the C« rresponding Secreta- 
ry, accompan ied wit a note in 
which they say 3 ** We extreme- 
ly regret that the accompanying 
letter did not come to hand at an 
earlier period. ‘hough receiv- 
ed atso late an hour, we should 
rot fecl that we were faithful to 
our Patrons, to a numerous body 
pee 
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iour’s cause, were we not to beg 
the liberty of pr esenting it to your 
Excellency for{perusal. Its gen- 
eral tenor, and par ticularly the 
information which it gives of the 
appointment of a Committee at 
Calcutta to co operate in our mis- 
sion, seems to us fully to declare, 
that our Sociéty is simply engag- 
ed inthe great work, deat to Eng- 
lish and American Christians, of 
spreading Christian knowledge 
and Christian hopes. The gen- 
tlemen, whom we now understand 
to constitute the Cornmittee, are 
the Rev- Dr. Carey, the Rev. Mr. 
Thomason, Chaplain, and George 
Udny, Esq. the latter two in the 
place of Dr. Brown, and J. H. 
Harrington, Esq. ‘lo this Com- 
mittee we yesterday made known 
our unhappy situation ; and we 
beg leave to express our desires 
to your Excellency, that our de- 
parture from this Presidency may 
be so long delayed, as to give 
them an opportunity of acquaint- 
ing the Governor General with 
their relation to ws, and of remo- 
ving, if possible, the objections to 
yur stay arising from the unhap- 
py war.” 

The next day after this note 
was Gelivered, they write in their 
snap ‘* Mr. Nott waited on 

e Governor this morning at his 
edly He mentioned that he 
felt greatly embarrassed on ac- 
count of yesterday’s letter to him; 
—that be wished to do all in his 
power for us;—that he would 
think on the subject, and give an 
answer in two or three days. He 
did not hesitate in saying, that 
were he left to himself, he could 
not send us away. 

‘The Committee of “Agency for 
= affairs in India, appointed by 

the Prudential Committee, as this 
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Board will recollect, were the 

Hon. John H. Harrington, Esq. 

and Drs. Carey and Brown.— 

But when our communications 

arrived at Calcutta, Dr. Brown 

was dead, and Judge Harrington 

was absent. Under these circum. 
stances, Dr. Carey thought fit to 

appoint the Rev. Thomas Thom. 
ason* in the place of Dr. Brown, 
and they unitedly requested Geo. 
Udney, Esq.+ to act in the place 
of Mr. Harrington. Intelligence 
of this arrangement was duly 
communicated to the two breth- 
ren at Bombay; and they, per- 
ceiying the advantage which it 
offered them, immediately ad- 
dressed the letter referred to in 
the above cited note to Governor 
Nepean, to the Committee at 
Calcutta, for the purposé of en- 
gaging their good offices with the 
Governor General in their be- 
half. 

About five days after this, the 
two brethren received letters from 
Mr. Newell at Columbo, and from 
the Rev. Mr. Thomson, Chaplain 
at Madras, from which the fol. 
lowing extracts are given. Mr. 
Newell, under date of Aug. 18th, 
1813, writes, ‘* I have had repeat- 
ed assurances from thé Hon. and 
Rev. Mr. Twistleton, senior Chap- 
lain, and Mr. Brisset the other 
Chaplain, the Governor’s brother- 


— | 





* The Prudential Committee, before 
receiving this communication, had ap- 
pointed the Rev. Mr. Thomason to 
supply the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of the Rev. Dr. Brown. 


1 George Udney, Esq. has been for 
many years a member of the Supreme 
Council in the Bengal Government, and 
has been uniformly favourable to the 
diffusion of Christianity in India.— 
The Supreme Council censists of four 
members with the Governor General 
at their head, 
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in-law, that a8 many ef my friends 
as choose to come here shall be 
safe, and have liberty to goto any 
part of the Island.” Mr. Thom- 
son, under the date of Sept. 7th 
writes, “ You have, I believe, re- 
ceived notice from Mr. Newell, 
that, you will he welcomed at. 
Ceylon. Iam warranted by let- 
ters from the Hon. and Rev. Mr. 
Twistleton, to confirm it. I think 
you should lose no time in sub- 
mitting this to the Governor, Sir 
Evan Nepean, and requesting 
leave to retire thither, instead of 
being sent to England.”’ | 
Accordingly, after prayerful 
consideration, Messrs. Hall and 
Nott, on the 22d Sept. subshitted 
the communications from Messrs. 
Thompson and Newell to the 
Governor, accompaniéd with a 
memorial, in which they say, 
“ After having read them, we beg 
your Exéellency to regard with 
a favorable eyethe pure, peaceful, 
inoffensive, Christian character of 
our mission, proved incontestably 
by our instriigtions, by our letters, 
and by the appointment of a Com- 
mittee of British gentlemen of the 
clergy and laity to co.operate in 
the mission, which we have had 
the happiness of making kriown to 
your excellency : and to’ bestow 
an indulgent corisideration on our 
present distressing situation, which 
must be aggravated in a severé 
degree, if we are sent across the 
seas to a foreign land, divided 
from our country by an unhap- 
py war, the commencement of 
which we have sincerely depreca- 
ted, and for the conclusion of 
which we earnestly pray.’’—* It 
is still our highest wish to remain 
here, and render ourselves use- 
ful as instructors of youth 
and preachers of the Gos- 
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pel, under the protection of your 
Excellency’s government, where 
the spiritual miseries of thousands 
call so loudly for the blessings of 
Christianity, where there are so 
many facilities for diffusing those 
iessings, and from which we can- 
not be sent without so much grief 
to numerous Christians, and so 
much discouragement to others, 
who are desiring to leave their 
own country, and go to preach 
Christ in Pagan lands. It is only 
therefore in the Jast resort, and 
with the hope of preventing the 
entire defeat of our pious attempt, 
that we implore your Excellen- 
cy’s Sanction te remove ourselves 
from this place to Ceylon, where 
we have such assurances ef a fa- 
vorable reception,. where we can- 
not but be under the superintend- 
ing eye of a British government, 
where, we trust, ourconduct will 
be unobjectionable to his Excel- 
lency Governor Brownrigg.” 

In their journal, Oct. 2d, the 
brethren write, ** Mr. Money hav- 
ing, atour request, conferred with 
the Governor concerning our pe- 
tition, received this day from his 
Excellency a note nearly as fol- 
lows: ‘* I find myself awkward- 
ly situated relative to the two 
Missieaaries whom L wish to serve. 
On the 20th of August I wrote 
to Lord Minto, and | ought to 
have received his Lordship’s an- 
swer some days since, and am now 
in daily expectation of it. I told 
his Lordship, that 1 understood 
he had changed his plan concern- 
ing missionaries, and allowed one 
in similar circumstances to remain 
in Bengal; and that now there 
was time for him to shew the 
same favorto Messrs. Hall and 
Nott; but thatif I should re. 
ceive. no new commands from his 





Lordship, I should send them to 
England by the next ships. £& 
had thought of another plan for 
them, which was, that in cate 
Captain Digby should arrive in 
season, I should request him to 
give them a passage in the Corn- 
wallis, which, as that ship will 
stop at Ceylon, would give Gov. 
ernor Brownrigg an opportunity 
to take such measures relative to 
them as he might judge proper.”’ 
Nine days afterwards they write, 
“This day dined with the Gov- 
ernor. He added nothing to 
what he had said in Mr. Money’s 
note. He repeated that he must 
send us in one of these ships, un- 
less something new should take 
place.” And five days after 
this, that is; on the 16th of Octo- 
ber, they say, “ This afternoon 
we received a note from our 
friend W. T. Money, Esq. in- 
forming us, that the Gevernor 
had failed in his application to 
Captain Digby. He says, “ Sir 
Evan sincerely regrets his il suc- 
cess. J] am sure he felt, and 
does now feel, much interest for 
you. Under these inauspicious 
circumstances,: nothing now re- 
mains, but to prepare for your 
departure in the Caarmarthen.’’ 

The Caarmarthen was, at this: 
time, on the eve of -sailing, and 
there remained to Messrs. Hall. 
and Nott scarcely a gleam of 
hope that they should avoid be- 
ing sent to England. On the 
18th of October, however, they 
had inrormation of a vessel going 
to Cochin; learned that she 
would give them a passage, if 
they could be ready to go on: 
board in about four or five hours; 
and understood, that from Cochin 
she would shortly convey them to 
Columbo in Ceylon. ‘The time 
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for deliberation was short. They 
concluded to go ;. and according- 
ly, taking some of their most ne- 
cessary things, they embarked ; 
leaving Mrs, Nott and her child, 


and some notes hastily written to. 


acquaint their friends at Bombay 
with the factand the reasons of 
their departure. On the 30th of 
the same month, they arrived at 
Cochin, where they were very 
kindly received, and during their 
Stay very generously entertained, 
by Mr. Pearson, magistrate of the 
Jace. 

On the Sth of November, they 
write .» their journal, ‘ For five 
days we have been laboriously 
employe?! in travelling among, 
and ingu.ring about, the Jews.and 
Chrisiians. We have visited the 
College at Vaupoli and several 
Catholic churches ; Candenade, 
the see of the late Syrian Bishop, 
and tie synagogues of the Jews 
at Cociin. We have carefully 
comraitted to paper waat infor- 
mavon we could obtain, having 
been kindly furnished with such 
facilities as the piace affords.” 

The vessel, which had convey- 
ed them to Cochin, could not, as 
they had expected, convey them 
thence to Columbo. While wait- 
ing and teeking tor a passage, and 
just as one seemed to be present- 
ing itself, an order arrived from 
Bombay, vequiring them to be 
sent back to that place. They 
accordingly returned, after an ab- 
sence of almost a month. With 
their private departure from Bom- 
bay, Sir Evan Nepean was not 
well pleased; asit might, from 
the favor which he had shewn 
them, subject hitn to censure 
from the General Government, 
for imputed contrivance or delin- 
guency.. Ina respectful and able 


Report of the Prudential Commitice. $39 


memorial to him, however, afte 
their return, they justified the pro- 
cedure on the broad principle, 
that the authority of the Lord 
Jesus, under which they had bew 
sent forth to preach the Gospel to 
the heathen, was paramount to 
any civil authority, which would 
frustrs ‘ec, or counteract their mis- 


sion ; and the Governor at length 


was so far satisfied, as to allow 
them to leave the ship in which 
they had been brought back to 
Bombay, and which for several 
days after their arrival they were 
not allowed to leave, and, free 
from all duress, to occupy a house 
provided for their accommoda- 
tion in the city. Still he consid- 
ered himself as required by the 
Supreme Government to send 
them to England; and as under 
particular obligations, from assu.- 
rances which he had given the 
Governor General, to send them 
by the earliest regular convey. 
ance. 

On their return into the city, 
the two brethren were received 
by their worthy friends there with 
great joy, and with expressions 
and tokens of undiminished affec- 
tion, confidence, and respect. 
Very soon afterwards, on the 10th 
of Dec. they received, from the 
Rev. Mr. ‘Thomason of Calcutta. 
the last of three letters, bearin 
date Oct. 8th, and 13th, and Nov, 
19th, 1813, in answer to theirs of 
Sept. 15th, addressed to our a. 
gents at Calcutta. In these let. 
ters Mr. Thomason, with stron 
expressions of Christian affection, 
and of desire to promote the great 
object of their mission, related to 
them the measures which he and 
his colleagues in the agency had 
taken in their behalf with the 
Government, and the success with 
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which those measures had been 
arsended. ‘The last letter in 
particular,” say the brethren, 
*¢ filled us with joy and thanksgiv- 
ing to God. We immediately 
St a copy of it to brother New- 
eli, and to Mr. Money on the 
Gauts. Our friends advize to 
wait a day or two in hopes of 
something more full from Calcut- 
ta; and if nothing should come, 
to lay them before the Governor.” 
Accordingly, on the 13th of De- 
cember, they sent to the Gover- 
nor the following note, enclosing 
the two last letters fram Mr. 
Thomason, 


* Right Honorable Sir, 

** Having always been convin- 
ced that the rosolution to send us 
from this country emanated sole- 
ly from the orders of the Supreme 
Government, and not from the 
disposition of your Excellency, 
which we know to be friendly to 
the evangelical object of our mis- 
sion; and having received letters 
from Calcutta, evincing a change 
of sentiments in the late Gover- 
nor General, and tie conviction 
of Lord Moira the present Gov- 
ernor General, “that our inten- 
tions are to do good, and that no 
conceivable public injury can 
arise from our staying,” and that 
his Lordship “spoke very deci- 
dedly about our being allowed to 
Stay ;”” we beg to submit to the 
perusal of your Excellency two 
letters, dated 13th Oct. and !19zh 
ult. addressed to us by the Rev. 
Thomas Lhomaton, a most re- 
spectable minister of the Church 
of England, resident at Calcutta. 
We trust that yourExcellency will 
consider these letters as contain- 
ing decisive evidence of the fa- 
vorable inclinations of Lords 











Minto and Moira in reggrd ta 
our present circumstances, and 
future views: and that with this 
proof of the light in which our 
Mission is now regarded by the 
Supreme British authority in In- 
dia, your Excellency will have no 
difficulty in permitting us to re- 
main in this place. 

“It is with inexpressible satis- 
faction that we are enabled, by a 
kind and overruling Providence, 
to present these communications 
to your Excellency, at this very 
interesting moment, 

We have the honor to he; 
&ec. &c. : 
“‘ Bombay, Dec. 13, 1813. 


On the 16th of Dec. their 
friend Mr. Money informed the 
two brethren, “ that he had just 
been with the Governor, who 
mentioned, that no orders having 
been received from Calcutta con- 
cerning their stay, and he being 
still under the positive orders of 
the supreme Government to send 
them away, he must now send 
them.” Andon the 20th, R. T. 
Goodwin, Esq. the senior magis- 
trate of police, officially notified 
them, ‘that a passage was to be 
provided for them to England on 
board the Charles Mills.”? 

The Charles Mills was then un- 
der orders to sail on the 22d of 
the same month only two days 
afier this note was given. At 
this critical moment they drew 
up a memorial, to the Governor, 
as their last appeal ; a memorial, 
which they considered as a private 
communication, addressed to his 
Excellency, not as a Governor on- 
ly, but as a man, and a Christian ; 
which was written with the feel- 
ings and the solemnity of the oc. 
casion ; and which, as they are 








careful to note, they viewed as of 
~ confidential nature, but that the 
worthy Governor was pleased 
himself to give it publicity. It 
appears to have been generously 
received by the Governor, accor- 
ding to his accustomed goodness, 
and to have had its desired effect. 
On the next day after sending 
this letter, the brethren write in 
their journal, ‘* We continued 
our preparations. By two o’clock, 
(same day ) our things were pack- 
ed and labelled; by three the 
Coolies (porters) were all here ; 
the things were all carried below ; 
the boats were engaged to carry 
them on board the ship, and the 
carpenter to go and fasten them. 
The friend who had charge of the 
things, then went to the Captain 
for orders to have them received 
on board. The Captain went to 
the pay ofce for the money for 
our passage ; the money was re- 
fused, and it was reported, that 
we were not to go. ‘The friend 
returned with this information, 
and the things were all put into a 
room below and the coolies dis- 
missed. About five, Mr. Good- 
win, the senior magistrate of po- 
lice, called upon us to say, that 
our letter had been communicat- 
ed to the Council ; and that upon 
examination, it had been found, 
that no orders of any kind had 
been received from Bengal, of a 
jater date than the 19th of Nov. 
and that the government would 
allow us to remain, until they 
should receive further orders from 
Bengal concerning us. This in- 
telligence at this decisive moment 
has filled us with great joy; and 
given us great hopes, that we 
shall yet be allowed to remain at 
Jombay. How wonderful and 
how merciful are God’s dealings 
with us |” 
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‘The next morning, 22d Dec. 
they received the following official 
note. . 


“To the Rev. Gordon Hall, and the 
Rev. Samuel Nott, American 
Missionaries. “ 

« Gentlemen, 

“Tam directed by the Right 
Honorable, the Governor in 
Council, to acquaint you, that un- 
der the expectation of receiving 
some further instructions {rom the 
Supreme Government respecting 
you, he has determined to defer 
the carrying the directions he has 
received into execution, until such 
instructions shall arrive. 

“Tam, gentlemen, your obedi- 
ent servant, 

W. Newnan, 
Sec. to Government.’? 
‘* Bombay Castle, Dee. 21, 1813.” 


Our last letters from these broih- 
ren appear to have been forward. 
ed toEngland,by the same ship,in 
which they themselves expected 
to have been conveyed thither. 
and which sailed from Bombay 
on the 23d of December. Later 
than this date we have no inielli- 
gence from them. From the facts 
and circumstances now communi- 
cated, however, your Commitice 
derive a pleasing confidence, that 
our mission may obtain an estab- 
lishment at Bombay : and they 
are persuaded that this whole 
Board, and the Christian public 
extensively, will unite with them 
in adoring the goodnets of the 
Lord, so remarkably displayed in 
the signal interpositions of his 
providence in behalf of our mis. 
sionariess Under Providence, 
grateful acknowledgments are 
due to the Right Honorable Sir 
Evan Nepean for the candor, 
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magnanimity, and kindness, ex- 
hibited in his treatment of the 
missionari@® so creditable to his 
character, as a magistrate, and a 

“hristian. Nor can the Commit- 
tee forbear to express their high 
sense of the admirable spirit and 
conduct, shewn by the missiona- 
ries themselves, in the circumstan- 
ces of severe trial in which they 
have been called toact. The ev- 
idence here exhibited of their 
firmness, their perseverance, their 
wisdom, and their devotedness to 
the great object of their mission, 
cannot fail to raise them in the es- 
timation and affection of this 
Board, and to secure them the 
confidence and favor of the Chris- 
tian public. 

On the 24th of Fee. 1813, Mr. 
Newel embarked at the Mauritius 
on board a Portuguese brig, 
bound to Bombay, but destined 
to touch at Point de Galle in the 
Island of Ceylon. At the latter 
place he expected to meet one or 
both of the other brethren ; but 
on his arrival he learned that they 
were both gone to Bombay. Sup- 
posing, however, that they would 
not be allowed to remain there, 
he tho’t it best for him to stay in 
Ceylon,wherehe wasassured of the 
protection and favor of Governor 
Brownrigg, and other principal 
officers of the government. He 
immediately dispatched a letter 
to the brethren at Bombay ; and 
by the return of the mail he re- 
ceived an answer from them from 
which he learned, that, though 
their situation at Bombay was 
quite precarious, yet they had 
considerable hope that they should 
be allowed to establish themselves 
there and thought it advisable for 
him to direct his studies with a 
view to that place. Accordingly, 
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as soon as he could make arrang.- 
ments for the purpose, he com- 
menced the study of the Sangskrit, 
Hindoostanee, and Persian Jan- 
guages ; and quietly pursued this 
study until sometime in Novem. 
ber, when, from information re. 
ceived from the brethren at Bom. 
bay, he felt compelled to give up 
all hope of the establishment of 
the mission at that place. From 
the time of his arrival in Ceylon, 
however, till the date of his last 
letter, he preached in English 
constantly once, twice, or three 
times a week, to English and 
half-cast people ; ofwhom he says, 
“‘ there are thousands in and about 
Columbo, who stand in need of 
instruction, a3 much as the hea- 
then,” and among whom he hop- 
ed his labors would not be in 
vain. At the date of his last let- 
ter, Mr Newell supposed that his 
brethren were actually on their 
passage to England, and that he 
was left alone. ‘ Stript,” says 
he, “ of all my domestic enjoy- 
ments, by the death of my wife 
and child, and separated from all 
my dear missionary associates, 1 
find myself a solitary pilgrim in 
the midst of a heathen land. My 
heart is sometimes quite over- 
whelmed with grief. But my 
prevailing desire is, and my deter- 
mination, to try te do something 
for the wretched heathen around 
me. My conviction of the duty 
and practicability of evangelizing 
the heathen has not been dimin- 
ished, but greatly increased, by 
all that I have witnessed in this 
part of the world.” Thus cir- 
cumstanced,he was undetermined 
inregard to the field in which 
to fix his mission ;_ wheth- 
er to remain in Ceylon or at- 
tempt an establishment at Busso- 
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ra at the head of the Persian 
Gulf. The reasons which weigh- 
ed in his mind for the one and for 
the other, he states at large, and 
in a manner which indicates’ much 
attention and reflection. His tri- 
als, though different from those 
of his brethren, have been not less 
painful ; and appear to have been 
Sustained in a manner not less 
creditable to the character of a 
Christian missionary. He must 
have been greatly rejoiced to 
learn, as he doubtless did in a 
short time, that his brethren had 
not been sent to England, as he 
supposed ; and if they have been 
permitted to remain at Bombay, 
he has probably joined them 
there, to the great joy of them 
all. 

Messrs. Richards and Warren, 
who, at the time of our last an- 
nual meeting, were as then re- 
ported, in very eligible situations 
at Philadelphia, have just com- 
pleted their respective periods of 
éngagement there; and, so far as 
¢#ppears, very much to their own 
satisfaction, and to the satisfae- 
tion of those with whore patron- 
age and friendly cffices they 
have been favored, 

Soon after our last annual meet- 
ing, Messrs. Benjamin C. Meigs, 
Burr Baldwin, Eforatio Bardwell, 
and Daniel Poor, were admitted 
by the Prudential Committee, as 
Candidates for our missionary 
service ; and since, after such a 
period and meature of trial as 
the Committee judged suitable, 
they have all,excepting Mr. Bald- 
win, been formally received as 

Aissionaries, to be under the pat- 
ronage and direction of this 
Board. Mr. Baldwin has been 
prevented from being thus receiv- 
ed, by feeble health, which the 


Committee greatly lament, and 
from which they devoutly hopé 
he will ere long be recovered. 
Messrs, Richards, Warren, 
Meigs, Bardwell, and Poor, will 
hold themselves in readiness to 
go forth to the heathen with the 
glad tidings of salvation, as soon 


as Providence shall open the door 


for their being sent. At present 
the door at every point seems to 
be closed by the war; _ but this 
Board and the friends of Chris- 
tian missions will not cease to 
pray, that the war may soon be 
terminated ; nor are the Coms- 
mittee without hope, should it 
continue, some way will neverthe- 
less be found out for the convey- 
ance of the waiting missionaries 
to their destined fields of labor. 
From three other yougg gen- 
tlemen, one now a practising phy- 
sician of distinguished promite, 
another a student at the Theolo- 
gical Seminary at Andover, the 
Committee have received very 
pleasing communications, ex- 
pressing their desire to be engag- 
ed in the missionary ‘ervice, ure 
der the direction of this board.— 


But upon these applications, a¢ 


they are yet quite recent, no de- 
cisive act has been passed. 


It will appear, by the state- 


ments which the ‘Treasurer ‘will 
furnish, that the liberality of the 
Christian public toward this 
Board is continued and extended. 
New associations are formed fer 
the purpose of contributing their 
aid, ‘Che number of pious per- 
sons, who are becoming acquatn*- 
ed with the wants and the mis- 
eries of the heathen world, and 
who are desirous of uniting their 
efforts to remove these wants and 
alleviate these miseries, is evident- 
ly on the increase.—Yeour Com- 
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mitte have reason to believe, 
that should Providence soon 
prepare the way for the establish- 
ment of missionary stations in 
different pagan countries, an ad- 
equate number of pious, able, de-. 
voted servants ef Christ would 
offer themselves as heralds of 
the Gospel tothe heathen, and 
the means would not be withheld 
of supporting them in their most 
jaborious, as well as most benev- 
olent undertaking. Itis a pleas. 
ing thoucht, and one which may 
: 2 indulged without presumption, 
that the Redeemer will gracious 
ly bestow upon Christians in 
America the honor of becoming 
joyful instruments in promoting 
his cause, and advancing the pro- 
gress of the millenium, not only 
within 6ur own borders, but ex- 
tensively also in foreign lands — 
How noble will be the distinction, 
should we be known as a people, 
to the inhabitants of distant conti- 
nents and islands, not a8 covetous 
of territoy—not as ambitious of 
political dominion—not as en- 
grossed by commerce and swal- 
lowed up by cupidity of avarice ; 
but as the liberal dispensers of un- 
searchable riches, as cheerfully 
and zealously imparting to others 
God’s unmerited bounty to our. 
selves. 

While regarding the subject in 
this peint of light, your Commit. 
tee cannot refrain from expressing 
their joy, that this glorious work 
has been begun:—that it has 
been fermatly and systematical- 
ly entered upon by Christians 
ia this country ;—that missiona- 
ries, in the employment of this 
Board, have been engaged on the 
shores of Asia, IN preparing to 
preach to the people in their own 
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in the common tongues of the 
countries, have been purchased 
anc distributed, as a free-will of- 
fering to God, from our honorable 
qomen, OUT young men and matdens, 
our old men and children. 

[t oughtto be thankfully notic- 
ed, that many enalighteied per- 
sons in India ;—men of enlarged 
views and great acquaintance 
with the world ;—dignified ma- 
gistrates and persons of profes. 
sional eminence;—-have most une- 
quivocally and earnestly express- 
ed their conviction of the necessi- 
ty of missionaries, and their sense 
of the deplorable condition of the 
people in a moral point of view, 
Persons of this description have 
joyfully hailed the. co operation 
of America, inthe great work of 
evangelizing mankind, as a most 
desirable event. They have ex- 
pressed an anxious wish, that our 
efforts may be greatly and indefi- 
nitely increased. The limits of 
this Report, already too long per- 
haps, will not allow your Commit- 
tee to specify ail the facts on the 
authority of which these asser- 
tions are made. Many such facts 
have appeared, in the course of 
the preceding narration, and the 
accompanying documents. 

It is evident also from every 
page of the correspondence of 
the missionaries, that notwith- 
standing all their discourage- 
ments and perplexities, they have 
been more and more convinced 
by all thatthey have seen and 
heard, not only of the practica- 
bility and duty of supporting mis- 
sions, but of its being their partic- 
ular duty, as it is evidently their 
highest pleasure, to consider 
themeelves as unalterably devoted 
to this work. ‘They are also con- 
vinced, as their repeated discus- 
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sions of this topic abundantly 
prove, that whatever may be the 
design of Providence in regard to 
themselves or their mission, it is 
the duty of Christians to take it 
for granted, that the cause of 
missions will prevail, and _ to re- 
solve, that by the help of God, 
and with all reverential submis- 
sion, to his holy dispensations, it 
shall prevail. ; 

The agents of this Board in 
London have temitted to Calcut- 
ta, by the earliest opportunities, 
the avails of our several remittan- 
ces tothem. We had calculated, 
that our missionaries would have 
received our first remittance at an 
earlier date than that of their last 
letter, as this remittance was sent 
from London by the earliest 
spring ships of 1813, It could 
not, we think, be much longer 
delayed. But, through the kind- 
ness of friends whom Providence 
had raised up for them in every 
place they had visited, there was 
little danger that our brethren 
would be put to Serious inconven- 
ience by an accidental delay of 
remittances. 

At the conclusion of their Re- 
port, the Committee would direct 
their respectful attention to the 


Christian public. They need not 
solicit, what will be granted of 
course and without solicitation, a 
candid perusal of this their annu- 
al communication, and of the pa- 
pers which will follow it. All 
who have contributed to send thé~ 
blessings of the Gospel to the 
heathen ;—all who love the pros- 
perity of Zion, will feel a deep 
interest in the history of our in- 
fant mission, and, we doubt not, 
will perceive the necessity of con. 
tinued and persevering exertions. 
The object in view is so transcen- 
dantly important, as not to ad- 
mit of any halting or hesitation 
in the pursuit, while any prospect 
of success remains. Such apros- 
pect will remain, we are persuad- 
ed, without suffering even a tem- 
porary eclipse, till the Gospel 
shall shed its benign influence on 
every land. With thankful ace 
knowledgment of themany favors 
shewn by the Christian public to 
this object, and the many. prayers 
offered in its behalf, the Commit. 
tee would animate their fathers 
and brethren, as well as them- 
selves, with the exhortation, Be 
not weary in well doing ; for in due 
season we shail reap, if we faint nots 


New Haven, Sept. 15, 1814, 


Keetigious Intelligence. 


Second Report of the Vermont Bible So- 
ciety. communicated te the Soctety, at 
their annual meeting, at Montpelier, 
October 14, 1814. 


_In making their second annual re- 
Port, the Directors of the Verment Bi- 
ie Society fecl it their duty to ae- 
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knowledge, with joy and gratitude, 
the gracious smiles of the God of the 
Bible, on the exertions of this infant 
Institution, to aid in the benevolent 
and glorious work of putting this sac- 
red and inestimable treasure, into the 
hands of the destitute and needy. 
Their former report informed the 
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Society of the purchase and distribu- 
tion of five hundred Bibles, and ove 
Aundred Testaments ; and of the then 
recent reception of two hundh ‘ed Bibles, 
as a2 donation from the Gonne scallecss 
Bribie Society. Previously to the last 

nntual meeting, the Treasurer had 
zlso been authorised to purchase five 
Aundred Bibles, to which the state of 
the Treasury, after the meeting, éna- 
bled the Directors to add another or- 
der, to the same amount; and at their 
mecting in May, four hundred more, 
were directed to be procured. Since the 
Jast annual meeting, two further dona- 
tions, of one AundredBibles each, have al- 
so been received from the Connecticut 
Bible Society. Thus 1800. Bibles, 
in the whole h ave Been placed at 
the disposal ef the Directors in the 
course of the year; the grester part 
of which, as will appear from the re- 
port of the Treasurer, have been sent 
10 County Societies, and to Agents of 
this Society, in different parts of the 
State, for disiribution ; and the resi- 
due will be forwarded, where most 
needed, as soon as opportunity pre- 
sents 

Early in the vear, a letter was re- 
ceived from the New. York Bible Socie- 
ty, informing us, that they bad it in 
contemplation to et a large e edtiion 
of the Bible, in the French ‘Tangus °, 
to be distr bein ited among “the shabi. 
tants of Le isiana, where many thou- 
sands of our fellow-citizens, amount- 
ing to by far the greater part of the 
whole population of that extensive 
territory, are entirely destitute of, and 
almost wholly unacquainted with, ihe 
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holy Scriptures, and stating that their 
funds were yet inadequate to the great 
undettuking. The Directors, desir- 
ous of aidi ng in this benevolent work, 
directed ore janeéred doiiars to be for- 
warded for that purpose, not doubting 
that it would meet the cordial eppro- 
bation of this Society. 

Agreeably te a recommendation of 
this Society, atthe last meeting, Coun. 
ty Bible Societies have been formed in 
wil but three of the Counties in the 
State ; ardthe returns from these So- 
errr ready received, furnish am- 
pie reason to believe, that they will 
excee din gly further the pious design 
of ihislnstitution. It may be gratify- 
ing io the Society, if we give a gen- 
eral statcmvent of what has been re- 
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ceived from these Societ ties, respect 
ively, with the time of their forma- 
tion. 


Windham County Society, was 

formed, Dec, 1318, has paid $ 285 00 
Addison County, Jan. 18th, 

1814, 62 09 
Orange County, Feb. 22d, 1814. 88 00 
Windsor County, Maich 1814, 236 18 
Jefferson County, June 9th, 


18 14, 60 00 
franklin County, 64 00 


Rutland County, Sept. 28th, 

1314, 60 25 
Cal edonia Ccunty, Oct. 6th, 

1814, 188 56 


From the account-of the Treasurer, 
Which will be submitted with this re- 
port, it appears that there is nowa 
balance, in his hands, io favor of the 
Society, of $71192. Hence, it will be 
perceived that the means of the Socie- 
ty, for accomplishing the benevolent 
designs ofits institution, have great- 
ly inereased, during the year, which is 
now closing: It must be acknowled- 
gved,that this furnishes some evidence, 
if evidence cow!d possibly be wanting, 
that this design is favored by Him, 
who has put it into the hearts of the 
people, to contribute, so liberally, for 
the pur pose of carrying it into eticct. 
‘he Directors, far from coneludiug 
from the suecess, which has hitherto 
attended the operations-of the Socicty, 
that its exertions are no longer neces- 
sary, Only perceive in it very great en- 
couragement, to continue those ex 
ertions, With* increased activity and 
zeal. The calls for Bibles from those 
to whom the views of the Sdciety ex- 
tend; have increased,with the increase 
of the means of answering them.— 
There is reason to believe, that ther 
are stili many, Wiilin the limits of 
vur own State, who are ye st destitute 
ofthe Bible. But, were all these sup- 
pled, the m waver vould still be very 
great, within the United Siates, to 
whom the we yond of salvation should 
be sen!. Nor are these labcrs of love 
to be confined to our own territory. 
Lock abroad in the worid, brethren, 
and contemplate the great mulutude, 
who are now siiting im the region and 
shadow of death, Vhough eighteen 
centuries have rolied away, since the 


a angel of the Lord desce1 ided, and ar- 






































nounced the birth of the Son of God, 
saying ‘o te shepherds near Bethile- 
hem, B hod t bring you vood tidings 
of +t jov, which sisall be to ad peo- 

"ess un Lo you is born a Sav ior, who 
is Christ the Lot rds and though this 
Savio’ was given, for a light to the 
Gentiles ., that he-ahould be for salva- 
tion to the ends of the earth j ; yet, alas, 
darkness covereth the earth, and gross 
darkness the seins Atthis moment, 
probably more than six hundred mill- 
ions of the inhabitants of our world, 
have never seen a bible, or heard of a 
Savior. See them, brethren, perish- 
ing for lack of knowledge. See them 
imploring yeur pity and com passion. 
See them, reaching e forth their hands, 
and snying to christians, Do give us 
the Bible. Until these are all supph- 
ed, the pious labors of Bible Societies 
cannot be ended. Until these are ail 
suppiicd, our exertions, brethren,must 
not be relaxed. To stimulate our zeal, 
in this glorious enterprise, we know 
that we have the countenance, and the 
prayers, oi all the people of God, 
throughout the world. We know that 
thousands, and hundreds of thousands, 
are uniting their efforts, with ours 
in the good work. And, what is Infi- 
nitely more, we know, that, if influen- 


DLT 


ced by the spirit of that Savior, the 
knowledge of whom we proclaim ; of 
that gospel, which we would put. int 0 
the hands of our perishing brethren cf 
the human family, we are co-wao: Kors 
with God, and are favored with his ap- 
)robation, and blessing. Letus, then, 
abound more and more, in this work 
of faith, and labor of love. Let us 
accompany ull ourexertions with uni- 
ses ane fervent prayers, to ihe God of 
all grace, that he would bless and pros- 
ner our eftor ts, and those of cur b:reths 
ren, throughout the christian world, 
and grant his Holy Spirit, to apply the 
truths of his word, wherever it is made 
known, and cause it to become a saver 
of life unto life, and not a savor of 
death unto death. And let us be care- 
ful, that we, ourselves, sc receive the 
word of truth, the gospel! of our sal 
vation, that we may not, having minis- 
tered to the salvation of others, be 
left to perish, with them that know 
not God ; but thai, when all the ran- 
somed of the Lord sha!) gathered 
in, Wemay unite with them, in one joy- 
ful and harmonious concert, ascribing 
blessing, and honor, and giery, and 
power, unto His, 
the throne, anduntec tie Lainb ior- 
ever. 


t 4 ‘ 
who sittet! 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES OF THE VERMONT BIBLE 
SOCIETY, FROM OCTODER Yih, 18135, to ocroBer 2st, 13614, 


Bra. 


Oct. 19, 1813, Cash remaining in the Treasury, - i ° $372 27 
Twenty Whitelaw‘s Maps, - - ° ra ° : . . 40 
Contribution after the annual lecture, Oct. 21, 1813, - - - 53 33 
Annzal subscrintion, donations, &e. - “ . . . - 398 23 
Cas received of Windsor County Bible Society, - - - 236 18 
Cash received of Windham County Bible Society, - 2 - 90 12 
Cash received of Orange County Bible Society, = « - . - 88 
Cash received of Jefferson County Bible Society, : - : 70 
Cash received of Rutland County Bible Society, - - - 60 25 
Cash received of Caledonia County Bible Society, - - - 188 56 
Cash received of Franklin County "Bible Society, . < ~ 64 
Cash received of Addison County Bible Society, ° ‘ - 62 
Cash received of Orleans County Bible Society, . ° $0 
Contribution after the annual lecture, Oct. 19, 1814, - . - $0 96 
1834 46 
Er. 
Paid for Bibles and boxes ° . s . 4 ; ° 8 
Grant to New-York Bible Society, ° . ‘ ‘ , . 109 
Paid for printing, - : - : > - - . ~ 25 
Postage of letters, - - ° . ‘ ° 7 
Freight of Bi ibles from Hartford, . e 7 4 2 J 9 59 
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sransportation of * Bibles to Ag gents, 





















$48 Vermont Bible Society. Nov. 


Counterfeit bills received, . . ‘ ” 
Boxes and paper for packing es 3 25 
Stamp for Bibles, - 2 
Nineteen Whitelaw’s Maps on hand, 38 
Cash remaining in the Treasury, : - - 71193 


1834 40 
Montpelier, Oct. 21st, 1814. 


Errors Exeepted- 
A. FORBES, Treasurer. 


Phe fellowing Report of the Auditor, appointed by the Directors, exhibits the 
| State of the Treasury, at the date of the same.’ 


MonrTpe ier, Oct, 21st, 1814. 
To the President and Directors of the Vermont Bible Soctety. 


THIS may certify, that after examining and auditing the accounts of the 
Treasurer of the Vermont Bible Society, I find the sum received into the Treasu- 
ry, since October 19, 1813, is one thousand eight hundred thirty-four dollars and 
for ty and an half cents.— That the several suis paid out tor Biblés, Testaments, 
and incidental charges, together with one hundred dollars sent to the 
New-York Bible Society, for the purpose of aiding in printing the Bible in the 
French language, amount to one thousand eighty-four dollars and forty-eight 
cents, w) lich Jaave a baiance in the Treasury of seven hundred forty-nine dollars, 
and ninety-two and an half cents, wicluding nineteen of Whitelan‘s Maps, esti- 
mated at thirty-eight dollars ; all of which balance is carried forward to the 
new a. 


WILLIAM HALL, jr, Auditor, 


OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY, 
THE PRESENT YEAR. 


Hon. CHARLES MARSH, Woodstock, President. 

His Ex. MARTIN CHITTENDEN, Jericho, 2 : isis 
Rev. AARON LELAND, Chester, ; arate werernie 
Rev. HEMAN BALL, Rutland, >) 

Hon. WILLIAM HALL, Rockingham, 

Rev. LEONARD WORCESTER, Peacham, 

Rev. CHESTER WRIGHT, Montpelier, Directors 


Doct. WILLIAM G. HOVKER, Middlebury, 
Rev. JOS':UA BRADLEY, Windsor, | 
Hon. CHAUNCEY LANGDON, Castleton, a 
WILLIAM PAGE, Rutland, Secretary. 

Gen. ABNER FORBES, Windsor, Treasurer. 


The Rev. NaTHaniEL Kewnprrick, of Middlebury, is appointed to preach 
the Sermon before the Society, at the next annual _— and the Rev’ 
Leonard WorcesTer, his substitute, 
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AGENTS. 


The following persons have been appointed Agents, by the Board of Directors, 
for receiving and distributing Bibles, viz. 


For Bennington County, Rev. Calvin Chamberlain, Manchester. 
For Windham County, Hon. William Hall, Rockingham, 
For Rutland County, William Page, Rutland, 

For Windsor County, Deac, Nathan Coolidge, Windsor, 
For Addison County, Dr. Wm. G, Hooker, Widdlebury. 
For Orange County, Rey. Calvin Noble, Chedsea. 

For Chittenden County, Col. Ozias Buel, Burlington. 
For Caledonia County, Rev. Leonard Worcester, Peacham, 
For Franklin County, Rev- Willard Preston, S¢ Albans. 
For Jefferson County, Rev. Chester Wright, Montpelier. 
For Grand-Isle County, Mr. Joseph Phelps, South-Hero. 
For Orleans County, Hon. Elijah Strong, Brownington. 
For Essex County, Levi Barnard, Esq. Lynendurgh. 


The county Agenis are requested and empowered, by a vote of the Direet. 
ors, to appoint Sub-Agents in the respective towns in their counties, to aid in 


the distribution of Bibles, 


DONATIONS. 

A Young Lady in Ryegate, - - ° . ° . “ - 1 00 
Miss Mary Kinsley, Barnet, Se Re LR RR ee a 
Contribution of Females in Peacham, . : . é j - 94 39 
Mrs. Janet Bachup, Barnet, - 3 a - . E - 2000 
Several Inhabitants in Peacham, ° : - - . a - 3017 
John Smith, Ryegate, - ~ : . mM ~ ° ; 3 1 00 
James Craig, do. - - - . ‘ é d e y q 1 00 
A Lad in Castleton, ea ee a eS SR ee eee 95 

: $58 81 


Since the foregoing was in type, a donation of thirty dollars has been receiv: 
ed by the Vermont Bible Society, from King Solomon’s Chapter, at Montpelier, 


N. B. Societies who have not returned the names of their members are ‘Tee 


quested to forward them. is 
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BAPTIST MISSION IN INDIA. 


(Continued from page 319.) 


Returning through the Bazar, we 
saw a man who had been disappointed 
in obtaining a pamphlet, buying a book 
ef a boy who had received it from us 
gratis. On the whole, considering the 
vast concourse of people, we have rea- 
son to bless God for what was done ; 
seme thousands of scripture tracts 
Were distributed, many of them to 


people who had come more than ter 
days’ journey, and who will carry them 
back into their own country ; so that 
though they went to Chagda 1% wor- 
ship a river, they may have found him 
who is the pearl of great price ; and 
perhaps ethers also may become in- 
clined to read these pamphlets, and 
may be cenverted. Night coming on, 
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and all ourstores being exhausted, we 
took our leave, and arrived at Seram- 
pore on Friday night, where we learn- 
ed that the printing-office had been 
consumed two days before.” 

We have frequently had occasion 
to notice the mannerin which many of 
the Hindus, without becoming Christ- 
jians, begin to be detached from their 
native superstitions, and to form sects 
founded on the renunciation of cast, 
under some gooreo, or teacher, to 
whom they attach themselves.—— 
Kreeshnoe, one of the converted Hin- 
dus, and a zealous preacher of christ- 
ianity, was sent, in Consequence of a 
request from some people of this de- 
scription, to a place at some distance, 
called Ugrudweepa, to confer with 
their head gooroo. “In the evening,” 
says Khreeshaeo, “I went to the house 
ot the head gooreo. He received me 
with much affection, and made mie sit 
on the same seat with himself, declar- 
ing that he wished to see me, and to 
hear of the faith ef Christ. I read to 
him and explained the Sth chapter of 
Matthew, with which he was much 
pleased. He saidhe was sure that this 
was the true religion, and that he 
would joinus. He had separated, he 
added, from the idelaters around him, 
and wished to follow the true reli- 
gion ; but they were not of his mind : 
they persecuted and beat him; but 
still he was resolved to become the 
disciple of Christ. ‘The cast (said he) 
is net of God. 1 will, therefore follow 
the Lord with you; for you are all 
casts, Englishmen, Mussuimans, and 
Hindoos.’ At night, about thirty of 
his disciples, brahmuns, rajpoots, 
weavers, gardeners, &c. all ate togeth- 
er. He desired me to sit amongst 
them, and partake of the repast, which 
1 did; and we praised God while par- 
taking of this love feast. 

‘After we had all eaten, the head 
gooroo forbad Moohun-mookja to in- 
vest his son with the poita, and the 
wife of Rasoo to give her sons in mar- 
riage amongst the idolaters. To a 
nan present, whose naine was Bhola- 
natha, he said, ‘We will ne longer 
prese:, > the distinctions of cast, but 
seek to possess the true religios, in 
which there is no cast. Come, let us 
walk in the true way, let us delay no 
longer.” His disciples all desived in- 








struction from him, and assured him 
of a ready obedience. To me he said, 
‘I will consult with my disciples, come 
to you and complete the work ; for Tf 
assuredly know that there is one God, 
one religion,one Savior, and no more.”* 
- On this occurrence the Missiona- 
ries remark: “ [tis a fact which has 
frequently been adverted to in the 
progress of our mission, that large 
bodies of Hindoos have gone off 
from the ancient forms of “Idolatry, 
and formed different sects ainong 
themselves : these persons have gen- 
erally been opposed te the Brahmuus ; 
but, from fear of the consequences at- 
tending the loss of cast, have in some 
measure concealed their opinions, and 
paid a deference in public to the dis- 
tinetion ot cast, though in private they 
have lived in the constant praetice of 
violating its rules. These sects live 
embraced discordant opinions, though 
in many points they agree. They all 
profess a great reverence for their spir- 
itual guides and are strongly inclined 
to a hospitable and friendly mixture 
ofall casts. Many of them have drawn 
their opinions from that part of ihe an- 
cient Hindoo philosophy, which teach- 
es acontemptoi the world, and holds 
up to admiration the principles of ab- 
straction, bodily austerities, a rejec- 
tion of ceremonies, and a devoticy 

fo. ied on faith in the object of their 
worship. 

“This schism having thus turned 
the minds of many from the brahmuns, 
as a body, to the particular religious 
guides under which they have ranged 
themselves, has opened a wide door 
for the entrance of the Gospel. In 
Jessore, Burdwan, and other parts of 
Bengal, these religious guides are nu- 
merous but are now unable to keep 
their disciples faithful to them Hav- 
ing rejected the authority of the 
Brahmuns, they’ have begun to push 
their enquiries farther; and every now 
and then these persons will acknowl- 
edge that they never found the true 
georoo, till they heard of Christ, uor 
tie true way to heaven till they heard 
the Gospel.” 

After stating at least twenty differ- 
ent places in Calcutta, at whieh, ia 
the course of each week, there js 
preaching regularly by the Native 
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one of them, Sebukran, preaches also 
often to the heathen in the streets and 
highways, and describes the change 
in the minds of many as very great. 
é“Our aged brother, Vrindavuna, late- 
ly come from Agra, was astonished to 
sec pcople of different casts, and 
Brahmins among the rest, come into 
the house of Scbukram, converse free- 
hy, drink water, and smoke with him, 
without the least hesitatien.”? On a-' 
nother occasion, they observe : “With- 
outexciting the least agitation of the 
passions, the Scriptures, and other 
fruits of the press, are producing a 
slow but realchange in the reasenings 
and moral feelings of this people.”— 
“In various parts the Teaven is diffus- 
ing its influence, and the light from 
heaven enters the idolatrous temple, 
and the mud cottage of the Hindoo.” 

““We would not, bowever, wish our 
friends to suppose from hence, that we 
expect any immediate general change 
among the great body ef the Hindoos ; 
but we observe with pleasure,the slow 
«nd silent, butsure progress of knowl. 
edge. At first the Hindoes regarded 
u 5 only as so many barbarians, with. 
éul manners, and without religion ; 
many now, from a variety of circum- 
stances, but especially from seeing the 
Bible issuing from the press in so ma- 
ny languages,begin to think that some 
rood may come out of Nazareth, and 
that something more thaa worldly 
policy may be our aim. Thisappears 
to be the present state of things as 
it respects the influence of the Gospel 
on those places where it has been most 
published ; but a vast portion of the 
population is yet to be informed, that 
there are good tidings from heaven 
for the children of men,” 

At Binagepore, five natives had 
Been baptized ; and at Gomalty, much 
had been done in forming schools for 
the instruction of youth. ‘“ The 
schools,” it is said, “ increase rapid- 
ly.” “Phe sehool at Bholahaut has 
increased to about fifiy boys; that at 
Muiihes-poora, to about sixty-four ; 
that at Engiish-bazar, to thirty-nine ; 
and that at Malda, to thirty-seven.— 
They increase so rapidly at bholahaut 
and at Muhes-poora, that we have been 
obliged to refuse several children, as 
the reoms will not ccnveniently hold 
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you be so kind as to inform me wheth- 
er I may increase the bunidiags ? The 
children come on greatly to my satis- 
faction. ‘They read the Scriptures 
fluently, and commit passages from 
the Scriptures to memory with great 
avidity.” 

The accounts from Cutwa, Lakra- 
konda, and Jessore, are equally inter- 
esting. The schools are sail to come 
on Well, and the native M)szionaries, 
who are employed there, appear to 
be particularly laborious, and zealous 
in preaching in the different villages 
within their reach, and conversing’ 
with the natives ; and considerable ef- 
fects seem to attend their labors.— 
One of these native preachers, of the 
name of Kreeshnoo, thus writes toa 
gentleman in England :— 

“At present God is revealing his 
mercy to Bengal in a most encourag- 
ing manner. The class of religious 
mendicants called Utithis Muhuntas 
have long been in search ofthe true 
religion, but know not where to find 
it; but now enhearing the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ; they begin to think, 
‘whatcan we do? How shall wea- 
bide in the commands of this Sav- 
iour?’? They frequently come to see 
us,and enquire more and more res- 
pecting the Gospel: a few of them 
have been baptized. Among these 
leadors of sects, are Ram-doo-Iala, 
who is said to have 100,000 disciples - 
they have noreverence ior the.gods. 
The name of a second leader is Nee- 
la-dasa, who may have five hundred 
disciples. These eat with us: but 
they say,‘ IHf{Christ has died for sin« 
ners, then there isno more sin inthe 
world: why then do yoy go about 
teaching men that they are sinners ?’’ 
To this I answer ; ‘If the debtor ap- 
ply not to his surety, how can he be 
set free ; and if men do not believe 
in Christ, how should their sins be 
tuken away?’ Another leader is Shi- 

'a-rama-dasa, who has about five thou- 
sand disciples: for a considerable 
time back we have been preaching to 
them, and afew have been baptized. 
A fourth leader 1s Rusa-raja, whose 
disciples amount. to about one thou. 
sand persons ; our brethren ©hamber- 
iain, & W.Carey,jun. have had corver. 
sations With this man: and some of his 
disciples have been baptized. A fifth 
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leader is. Huri-dissa, who has about 
&ve hundred disciples,several of whom 
have been baptized, and there are 
hopes of the leader himself. 

“In a late journey to Jessore by 
brother Carapeit and myself, we advi- 
ged the deacons to spread the word 
through the villages around their own 
dwellings, and send their journals to 
brother Petruse, at Chougacha. They 
readily agreed to this. From Chou- 
gacha we went to Koolagachee, and 
remained two davs, preaching, and 
then proceeded to Vusi-poora, to the 
house of Premdasa, another leader of 
asect, who was once under instruction. 
atSerampore,and then advised some oi 
his disciples to be baptized, namely, 
Shiva-dasa, Doolala-dasa, Duyal-dasa, 
Goura-dasa, and Nurottuna. After 
their baptism, Prem-dasa himself 
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sought to be baptized, but was refus- 
ed, as the woman he lived with was 
not his wife. Lately, however, broth- 
er Petruse has married these two per- 
sons, and they have both been bapti- 
zed. ‘The people of those parts have 
been struck with astonishment at the 
conversion of this man; adding, ‘Our 
cast must now go; he whom we re- 
garded as a wise man has embraced 
this new way ; what shall we now do?”” 
..The Orissa mission, conducted by 
Mr. John Peter of Armenian descent, 
and Khrishnadas, a converted native, 
appears promising. We take particu- 
Jar interest in this mission, and so will 
doubtless our readers, from its com- 
prehending within its range the tem. 
ple of Juggernauth. ; 
(To be continued.) 
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THE GoOp SHEPHERD. 


My Shepherd's voice still guids my 
Lest I should go astray; _[feet, 

I hear his voice—his voice 1s sweet— 
I hear it and obey. 


No stranger’s cailcan cheat my ear 
To draw my steps aside : 

Why should I go I know not where, 
And leave my heav’nly Guide ! 


Me leads me where tke purest streams 
Through greenest meadows rove, 

And shades me trom the sultry beams, 
mm a delightful grove. 


If I'should fall—I eften do— 
‘He lifts me up amain: 

Then gives me strength and spirit too, 
To walk his ways again. 


When care or sickness break my rest; 
My gentle Friend is nigh : 

He cheers me when I sink Ccistrest, 
And saves me when I die. 


What does my Shepherd ask for all 
These blessings from above ? 
An ear to listen to his call, 
A heart to feel his love. 





